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Then fil Teſus, Father, Forgive Them ; for 
"MEM now not what They - 


ESI N this Day the Bleſſed Refleemer of the World, to ful- 
di} fil the Predictions of the Prophets, rode in Solemnity 
to Jeruſalem, accompanied with the Shouts and Accla- 
mations of the People, Proclaiming both His Majeſty and 
Divinity. But this ſhort Pomp was only to lead the fatal 
way to His Execution; Hoſannab to the Son of David was 


tobe chang'd into Crucify Him, Cruci fy Him: That Ungrateful and Cruel 


City, wherein He went about Doing Good, and for the Converſion of which 
He had wrought ſo many Miracles, was now, on the View of its Im- 
pending Ruin, Water'd with His Tears, only in order to be Drench'd 
in His Blood, and That which had been ſo long the Slaughter-Houſe of 


the Prophets, was to compleat the Meaſure of its Iniquity, by the Bar- 


barous Murder of the Laſt and Greateſt, the Meſſiah. For Our Me- 
ditations upon which Mournful Subject thFChurch having ſet apart this 


3 Week, I ſhall Treat upon the Sublimeſt Act of his Paſſion, His 


Dying Prayer on the Croſs; to Teach us to follow the Great Example 


of his Humility, Patience, and moſt extenſive Charity. 


It is the peculiar Honour and Privilege of that Religion which He 


thus Seal'd with His Blood, not only to propoſe to the World a Body | 


of Laws exceeding all Others, in Raiſing Human Nature to its higheſt 
Dignity and Perfe&ion ; but alſo to prevent all Cavils about the Diffi- 
colty of Obedience to it, by Appealing to that Conſummate and Viſible 
Demonſtration of it in the 82 of the Legiſlator himſelf. All other 
Inſtitutions of Morality fell as ſhort of this Recommendation, as even 
Their Compilers did of thoſe faint Rules of Vertue they Enjoyn'd their 
Proſelytes. Ev*n Moſes, who Receiv'd his Revelation immediately from 
God, whom he had the Honour to Conyerſe with Face to Face, ſtands 
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Recorded in his own Hiſtory for a ſad Monument of Human Frailty, 


an Exception to his own eek Character, and as *twere a Blot upon 


that Holy Table He himſelf Deliver'd. But in the Goſpel and its Bleſſed 


Author there ſhines ſuch a Mutual Harmony and Conſent, that the 
Doctrine is always Legible in the Performance; and His Actions are 
the beſt Comment on his Religion, He is a Prophet as Mighty in 


Deed as in Word; He is both the Way and the Light, the Road and 


the Guide, the Precept and the Example; in a Myſterious Hypoſtatic 
Union, Himſelf both as God Commanding Man, and as Man perfectly 


Obeying God. As His whole Life was but One continued Proof of 


the Reaſon and Equity of His Injunctions, fo He ſeems in His Death 
to have carry'd the Practice of them to the moſt Exalted and Tran- 
ſcendent Pitch. Here that Patience and Meekneſs, that Humility and 


Condeſcenſion, that Conſtancy and Perſeverance, that entire Submiſſion to 
the Divine Will, that tender Love towards the worſt of Enemies in 
Forgiving and Praying for them, which He' ſtrictly preſcribes his 


Followers, were moſt eminently conſpicuous in our Lord and Maſter. 
Innocence and Vertue never appear with ſuch Luſtre and Advantage, 


as when They are ſhaded with Adverſity and Oppreſſion. The Croſs 
was the Proper Place from whence its Doctrines were to be Deliver'd; 
and whilſt Our Saviour hung Extended upon it, His Body ſeem'd to 


Preach as effectually as His Soul; and every Bleeding Wound pour'd 
forth the moſt Moving Arguments to Recommend to Others that Bitter 


Cup, which He himſelf ſo plentifully drank of. Under this humble 
and moſt ſorrowful Condition that Human Nature loaden with the moſt 


exquiſite Pain and Miſery can ſuſtain, He gives the Finiſhing-Stroke 
( tho' in a different Senſe )) to his Life and Goſpel at once; and bequeaths 
This His Dying-Legacy to the World, as the higheſt Bleſſing Ze could 


leave it, and the moſt endearing Pledge of his Love, in this Pathetical 


Ejaculation for His Implacable Murderers ; Father, Forgive Them; for 
They know not what They do, Z 


Theſe Words may be Conſider'd not only in Particular, as a De- 
precatory Prayer of Our Bleſſed Lord utter'd on His Crucifixion in Be- 


half of thoſe malicious Fews, who had now brought Him to this Ig- 


nominious and ande ſerved, tho' meritorious Death, that God would For- 
give Them this horrid Fact, as Sinning out of Ignorance ;, but muſt be 


underſtood in His Example to Contain and Preſcribe a General Duty ta 
the Imitation of All His Diſciples, of Praying for their Enemies, at all 
Times, and under all the moſt Oppreſſive Circumſtances, Which Great 
and Sublime Duty, as he firſt Preach'd it on the Mount, and now Pra- 
died it on the Croſs, being the Perfection of Chriſtianity, and the 
moſt elevated Strain of Heroic Piety, fit to Crown and Conclude 5 7 
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The Dili * of Praying for Our Enemies. © 5 
Life and Actions of the World's Redeemer, I ſhall from hence en- 


deavour to State, Explain, and Enforce from all the moſt weighty 
Motives, and Arguments it is Built upon. Ad. 


I. Firſt, I ſhall ſhew wherein the Duty of Praying for Our Enemies 
conſiſts, as conſider'd in itſelf; together with what it antecedent- 
ly Implies, and Pre- ſuppoſes. 5 . 
II. Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to Illuſtrate it from the Example of 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, view'd under all its ſad Aggravations, and 
nn ⁰ d 
III. Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſettle its Juſt Extent and Obligation; Anſwer- 
ing thoſe Objections it may ſeem liable to, and Preſcribing it 

within thoſe Limitations and Reſtrictions it muſt Admit of. 
IV. Fourthly, I ſhall produce the Reaſons and Motives upon which 
this Duty is Founded, with a particular View to That contain'd 
"30-406 e Es IE M ao 


But before 1. enter upon the Proſecution of this Matter, it may be 


Previouſly requiſite to Obſerve; 


pellation of Father, e Coon £08 
2. Why He Prays to His Father for that which ſeems to have been 

in His Own Power to have Perform'd. BR 

x. And firſt, it is Remarkable that This 


1. Why Our Bleſſed Lord Addreſſes Himſelf to God in the Ap- 


ppellation of Father ſeems 


by the frequent Repetition of it, in moſt of Our Saviour's Prayers, to 
be That which He chiefly Delighted in; and may here be Suppos'd to 


be more patticularly made Uſe of upon a Double Account. 1. In Re- 
ſpect of His Divinity, Becauſe as our Bleſſed Lord was the Only begotten 
Son of God, now offering himſelf upon the Croſs, as an Oblation and 


Sacrifice for the Sins of the Whole World; He may ſeem to plead by 


Vertue of His Filiation, for the Efficacy and Satisfaction of That Great 
Attonement He was now making even for His worſt Enemies : herein 


Reconciling Them, and All Mankind to God the Father, to whom 


They had Forfeited that Merciful and Glorious Relation by Rebellion 


and Apoſtacy, and to which they were now to be Reſtor'd, by That 
Myſterious Adoption which was to be Obfin'd through the Merits of 


his Blood. And thus as God the Son, He Addreſſes Himſelf to God the 
Father. 2. With Reſpect to His Humanity; as He was here the Great 


Prophet, Founder and Type of His Church, Reconciling it not only to 
God, but by This Bleſſed Example of the moſt aſtoniſhing Charity, Re- 


conciling all its Members One to Another; teaching Them not only to 


Forgive Each Other their Offences, but in humble Imitation of Himſelt to 


become. 
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become as *twere Saviours (tho? in a very Inferior Senſe) to One Another, 


Interceding to God for Their moſt Implacable Enemies. From whence 
We may draw a clear Solution to the Second Obſervation ; namely, 


2. Why Our Bleſſed Lord here Prays to his Father for That which 


ſeem'd in His Own Power to perform; to wit, that tho? He was very God, 

and had the Power of Remiſſion of Sins, as well upon the Croſs as in o- 
ther Places, as He Himſelf Teſtify'd and Practis'd, and might freely, and 
from Himſelf, ſpontaneouſly have Abſolv'd Them, without any farther 
laterceſſion; yet as He was now both Prieſt, and Sacrifice too, it became 
Him, having not as yet Perfected the Great Work of our Redemption, 
not to Pronounce Pardon in an Authoritative Manner, but by way of 
Petition and Supplicat ion to Implore the Divine Mercy for His Perſecu- 


tors. He did not (ſays St. Chryſoſtom) Pray to the Father, as if He could ; 
not Himſelf Abſolve Them from That Great Tranſgreſſion; but that He 


might Inſtruft Us not only by Werd, but alſo by Example to Pray for our Per- 


ſtecutors. Had He not Deliver'd tbis Charitable Inter ceſſion in the midſt 
of Bis Agonies; the Jewiſh Spectators might have taken Occaſion to 
Revile His Doctrine. Thoſe ſworn and peſtilent Enemies of it, the 


Scribes and Phariſees, might have Re torted that Sharp Invective upon Him; 3 
Do not after his Works : for This Man ſaith, and doth not. He Binds heavy 

Burdens, and Grievous to be Born, and layeth them on Mens 
Mat. 23 3, 4. | Shoulders: ; but He Himſelf will not Move them with One of his 


Fingers. He Impoſes, might they have ſaid, ſuch hard 
Injunctions, of Patience and Charity upon Us, as are altogether Un- 


reaſonable and Impracticable. But here was an Appeal to the Senſes 


for the Truth of His Doctrine; here was an Argument that eren 
the Obſt inacy and Infidelity of a Bigotted and Wayward Jew 
could not withſtand, that track All his Adverſaries Dumb, and left 


the World without Excuſe, if they did not follow the Great Pattern 


ſet before Them, or ſhould refuſe to Do, and Suffer, what even the 


Son of God did not diſdain to Submit to. 

Having, thus clear'd the way to the Duty contain'd in the Text by 
' Premiſing theſe Neceſſary Obſervations, 1 proceed now, 

I. Firſt, To Shew wherein the Duty 0 Praying for Our Enemies 
conſiſts, as conſider'd in gt, together with what It antecedently Im- 
plies and Pre- ſuppoſes. 

Now before any Perſon can be ſuppog'd to Pray at all for Another, 
It muſt be taken for granted that He is in Perfect Charity with Him 
Himſelf; that He has not only entirely diſcarded all Reſentments of any 
Injuries, and Wrongs, Affronts and Abuſes of all kinds that He may 


poſſibly have Receiv'd from Him in a State of Enmity, but alſo ſo 


clearly to have my his Son of the whole Leaven of Malice, that the 
very 
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very Seeds and Principles of Rancour and Revenge lye Dead and 


Buried within Him. Otherwiſe what a provoking Affront does He him- 
ſelf Offer to God, who dares thus Hypocritically to Mock Him with 


His Lips, when His Heart is thus far from Him? who comes with a 
Mouth breathing forth the gentle Spirit of Charity and Forgiveneſs, and 


has nothing but Hatred and Vengeance raging in His Breaſt ? Who 
Pretends to Reconcile Another unto God, to whom He is not Reconcil'd 


Himſelf ? This is ſuch abominable Prevarication with our Omniſcient 


Maker and Searcher of Our Hearts; that *tis to be hop'd nothing pro- 


feſſing the Name of a. Chriſtian, or that believes there is that God He 


pretends to invoke, can poſſibly be guilty of. But not only theſe 
Real, Inward Inſtances of our Sincere Charity are requir'd to qualify 
Us to Intercede for our Enemy; but before We can put up Our Peritions 


to Heaven for Him, We muſt have expreſs'd it in all our Outward 


Actions towards Him here on Earth and not think lazily to Shift off 
Our Duty on God, and to Relieve Our Adverſary with empty Words 


and Ejaculatious, inſtead of Actual Demonſtrations of Our Kindneſs, and 
Compaſſion. It is not ſufficient to requite His Curſes with Bleſſings, 
his Slanders with Compliments, and his Reproaches with Civility ; but 
does He Hunger ? We muſt Feed him. Does He Thirſt? We muſt give 
Him Drink, Is He Naked ? We muſt Cloath Him. Is He in Diſtreſs, 
Danger or Difficulty ? We muſt Aſſiſt, Adviſe, and Reſcue Him : And 


in a word Contribute to the ntmoſt of Our Power to the Benefit or Ad- 
vantage of His Soul and Body, Life, Eſtate, Reputation or Family. 
And this too without Grudging as of Neceſſity; without Inſulting or 


Upbraiding His Errors or Misfortunes, or ſetting the leaſt Merit on our 
own Charitable Performances. Now when a Man has thus Generouſly 
Acquitted Himſelf here Below, in all the Real Offices of Love and 


Humanity to bis Enemy; He may then, and not before, Preſume to 


Solicit His Cauſe in the Court Above; where He is to Preſent him under 


the Threefold reſpect, of a Sinner againſt God, a Sinner againſt Our- 


ſelves, and as Reconcilable to Both. And upon theſe Accounts We 
are oblig'd to Pray, Frſt, for His Pardon for All His Actual, or In- 
renaed lujuries, with a "Requeſt, that Our Remiſſion may be accepted by 
God as a Means, or Motive at leaſt to obtain His. Secondly, that 
God would Turn his Heart, take away his Prejudices, and Reconcile 
Him to Us by his Spirit of Love, Unity and Concord. Thirdly, That thus 
being fully Pardon'd by God and Man, He may he Bleſſed by Both in 


all Happineſs, Spiritual and Temporal, - Theſe are the Antecedent Con- 


ditions' Fequilits to, and the Subſtance of this Duty of Praying for our 
Enemies; Which if ſo fully and truly perform'd, with ſuch Pious, Hea- 
venly, and Endearing Diſpoſitions of Soul, cannot but be highly 2 
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ſing to God, as moſt agreeable to his Bleſſed Nature, and 


James 3. 17: that Miſaom of Mee lneſs that cometh from Above, which i 


Pure, Peaceable, Gentle, and Eaſy to be Entreated, full of 


| Mercy and Good Fruits, nithan Partiality, = without Fypocriſy, But 
this Duty will appear in its moſt Glorious Light, if We come, 


II. Secondly, To Illuſtrate it from the Example of Our Bleſſed 
Saviour view'd under All its fad Agg ravations, and Inſtructive 
Circumſtances. Ds 

Tho' the whole Life of our Bleſſed Lord, from His Birth in the 
Manger, till his Death upon the Croſs, was but One continued Demon- 


ſtration of his Doctrine of Patience under Injuries, and Love towards Ene- 


mies; yet ſince the Time wou'd fail me to trace through all that 


Melancholy Series of Troubles and Diſaſters, conſiſting of ſuch Va- 


riety ot Afflictions as befel the moſt Oppreſs'd Innocence, labouring 


under the moſt extream Hardſhips of Poverty, Diſgrace, and Perſecu- 
tion; I ſhall confine my Obſervations chiefly to the Hiſtory of this Day's 


Goſpel, that We may Practiſe the Precept of the Epiſtle ; that this 
Mind may be in Tou, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who be- 


Phil, 2.5, Cc. ing in the Form of God, thought it not Robbery to be equal 


with God : but made himſelf of no Reputation, and took upon 


Him the Form of a Servant, and was made in the Likeneſs of Men: and 
being found in Faſhion as a Man, He humbled himſelf, and became Obedient 
unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. For the Son of God to Dye 

| like a common Mortal, ſeems a ſufficient Humiliation z but to Dye for 


our Sins, ſuch a Shameful, Bitter, and Accurſed Death, with all the 


Horrible and Reproachful Circumſtances attending it, was enough to 
have ſhock d Reaſon, and confounded Human Nature, "had it not been 
ſupported by the Union of the Divine. And here let us contemplate 


the Bleſſed Teſt 7 in the Three Laſt Diſconſolate and Duin Scenes of 


His Life. 
1. Under His Seiſure on Aan Olivet; 


2. Under His Arraignment in the 3 
3. Under His Execution on Mount Calvary. 
And take along with Us in Our Obſervations, Bis Threefold Cha: 


rafter, anſwering to Theſe Three Great Actions. 


. That he was the Greateſt RenefaQtor to Mankind the World 
* receiv'd. 


2. That He was the moſt Innocent Perſon that was ever Try'd, and 


yet Condemn'd as a Malefactor. 


3. That he was their King, Prieſt, and Prophet, the Meſſab, and 
Our 805 of God. 
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Theſe Contraries being ſet in Oppoſition to each other, will render 
This Divine Example more Illuſtrious; it will make it ſhine out in its 
full Glory on the Compariſon of the moſt Execrable Provocations of His 
Enemies on the One Hand, and the no leſs Adorable Patience of Chriſt 
JJ; nn 8 5 1 
1. Behold, then, Our Bleſſed Lord Proſtrate on the Mount, Interced- 
ing with His Incens'd Father for the Redemption of the World; and 
with ſuch earneſt Importunity, with ſuch ſtrong Crying and Tears, preſſing 
His Requeſts, that in this Convulſive Agony and Pang of Devotion, 
his Soul is ſaid to be exceeding ſorromful even unto Death, to be ſurround- 
ed with Grief, and caſt into ſuch violent Conſternation, as to open all 
the Pores of his Body, and fo make it to Swear great Drops of Blood fall- 


ing down to the Ground, Whilſt He is thus Labouring for Our Salvation, 1915 


ſee Him Betray'd by one of His Own Diſciples, into the Hands of thoſe 
Uagrateful Jews, who had been Fed with His Miracles, Heal'd by his 
Touch, Diſpoſſeſs'd with His Voice, and Inſtructed with His Doctrine; 
and againſt whom He might have Commanded down Legions of Angels 
to his Reſcue, and their Deſtruction. Yet when He might have ſtruck 
Them down by the Majeſty of his Look (as St. John „ 
ſays) not to the Ground only, but into their very Graves; c. 18. v. 6. @ 
inſtead of taking Vengeance on them, He Salutes' the . 
very Traitor by the Name of a Friend, and Works a Miracle to Cure 
the Wounded Ear of one of his Aſſaſſins. Well might He have ſaid, 
for which of My Good Deeds are Ye come out with Swords and Staves, as 
%%%%%/%%/%/%// oo Ego ootT OF d goal 
2. From the, Mount let us next attend Him to the Judgment-Hall ; 
where We find Him Denyd by One, For/aken by All his Diſciples, and 
left in the midſt of his moſt Implacable Enemies, Thirſting for that pre- 
cious Blood, they had ſo long conſpir'd againſt. After He is Hurry'd 
from Cataphas to Pilate, from Pilate tq Herod, and from Herod to Pilate 
again, He is at laſt brought to a Mock-Tribunal of Juſtice, Arraign'd 
as the Worſt of Criminals, Accus'd as a Tranſgreſſor of all Laws Hu- 
man and Divine, as a Preacher of Sedition and Treaſon, perverting 
with falſe Doctrine the People from their Allegiance to their lawful So- 
.vereign, denying Tribute to Cæſar, having a Deſign upon the Crown, 
 wſurping Royal Authority, and the Title of a King, intending to over- |» 
throw. Their Temple and Religion, and being Guilty of the moſt exe- 
crable Blaſphemy, in aſſuming the Prerogatives of God, and in a word, 
render'd as Black in all his Character, as the Envy and Virulence of bis 
Perjur'd Accuſers, or the Malice of the Devil could repreſent Him. 
And at laſt, thoꝰ not Conuicted, He is Condemn'd, againſt the Will, 
Conſcience, nay Confeſſion of his Corrupted judge; and a Sentence 
S 5 extorted 
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ceſſion ſor the Tranſpreſſors. 
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extorted upon Him to ſatisfy the Outrage and Clamours of a 4 


Sanhedrim. 1 1 r od! = 
3. Come We now to the concluding Scene of this Aſtoniſning Trage- 


dy. After the Preference of a moſt Notorious Robber before Him, and 


the Shame and Ignominy wherewith they had Vex'd his Rigbteous Soul; 
the Tortures they inflicted on his tender Body, were no leſs full of 


Pain and Diſgrace. After the Ploughers bad Plongh'd on His Back, and 
furrow'd it with thoſe Bloody Stripes, by which We are healed; Behold Him 
Array'd in the Mock-Majeſty of a King; his Sacred Temples Crowd 
with a ſharp Diadem of Thorns, his Hand fill'd with a Reed for a 
Ludicrous Scepter, his Body in Ridicule cover'd with an Imperial Robe, 
bis Face Spit upon whilſt the Knee is bow'd to Him, and his Holy Head 
bruis'd with the Enſigns of His Own Dominion. This was only Pre- 
paring and Dreſſing the Sacrifice for the Altar; where Lo! the Inno- 
cent Victim is now Laid, Oppreſſed, Afflicted, Bleeding, Dying! 


He is brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep before 
270 Te Her Shearers is Dumb, ſo he openeth not His Mouth. Let 
Us with the Eyes of Faith contemplate here the Redeemer of the World 


ſtretched out on the Croſs, and Hanging upon His Own Waunds betwixt 
» Thieves, having all his Senſes exercis'd with the moſt equiſite Torments, 


His Head pierced with Thorns, His Hands and Feet with Nails, His 
Side with a Spear, His Mouth fill'd with Gall and Vinegar, His Ears 


with Taunts and Reproaches on His Divinity, and His Eyes with the 


Inſolence, Contempt, and Der iſion of his Perſecutors: And Above 
all theſe the V-knowr, Inexpreſſible, nay, Inconceivable Sufferings of 


His Soul. Surely, in the midſt of ſuch Pain and Miſery, Human Nature 
might be allow'd a little to Murmur and Complain, and Vent its Paſſion 


and Reſentment upon ſuch Inhuman and Cruel Enemies. Yet He openerh 
not Hu Mouth, unleſs it be in Bleſſings, and in this Compaſſionate Prayer 


| for Their Pardon, Father, Forgive Them; for They know not what They 
do. Thus Fulfilling that remarkable Prophecy of Him, Hie hath Pour'd 
n e I >, out His Soul unto Death, and He mas Numbred with the 


. Tranſgreſſors, and He bare the Sin of Many, and made Inter- 


Now can We without Concern hear theſe Laſt Words, and remem- 


ber the exceeding Great Love of Our Maſter and only Saviour Jeſus Chriß 
thus Dying for Us, and the Innumerable Benefits which, by His Precious 


Blood. ſhedding, He hath Obtained to Us, and not reflect that thoſe things 
are written for Our Inſtruction; that the ſame Mind ſhould be in Us that 
was in Chriſt Jeſus, that We are to take up Our Croſs and follow Our 


_ Crucify'd Redeemer, in this Glorious Example of Charity, that We 
ſhould do as He las done to Us: That with the ſame Patience, and Long- 


ſuffering, 


"Tho Dy of Bing of Ove Rani Te 


ſuffering, the ſame Calmneſs and Serenity, the ſame Meekneſs and Pity. - 
the ſame Love and extenſive Benevolence We ſhould treat Our moſt 
Inveterate Adverſaries? Looking unto the Bleſſed Jeſus, the 
| Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who, for the Joy that was Heb. 12. 2 
- ſet before Him, endur dihe Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet 
down at the Right- Hand of the Throne of God; who as He was Reconcid 
to Us when we were Enemies unto Him, jo are We hound to Conſider Him 
who Endur'd ſuch Contradiftion of Sinners againſt Himſelf that We be no: 
we aried and faint in Our Minas, in the Practice of this Difficult and Ex- 
cellent Duty. For even hereunto are Me call'd becauſe alſo Chriſt 
ſuffer'd for Us, leaving Us an Example, that We ſhould follow his LO 2 
Steps; Who did no Sin, neither was Guile found in His Mouth; OW 
Who when He was Revil d, Revil'd not again; when He Suffer'd, He Threa- 
ten d not, but committed Himſelf to Him that Judgeth righteouſiy, His Sout 
expiring is Prayer for Hh % 
After ſuch a moving Example, ſo full of all the Force of Reaſon and 
Eloquence, viſibly ſetting forth the Nature, in the Practice of this Duty, 
in every Particular, under ſuch horrid Circumſtances and Aggravations 
as can ſcarce be the Lot of any other Perſon beſides the Son of God; 
can there remain the Leaſt Shadow of an Objection to Deter Us from 
the Humble Imitation of it as far as the Common Conditions of Our 
Lives may require? It may poſlibly be Pleaded in Excuſe, that 7eſz 
Chriſt being the Son of God, and endued with all the Powers of the 
Divinity, and having all the Graces of the Holy Ghoſt dwelling in Him, 
with the Fulneſs of the God-head Bodily, was thereby EnabPd to Riſe to 
the utmoſt Pitch of this Heroic Duty; but that Mere Man, Fleſh and 
Blood with all its Infirmities about it cannot come up to This Perfet 
Man, this Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of-Chriſt, It muſt indeed 
be confeſs'd that This is a: Duty of ſuch an Exalted Strain, as cannot 
_ ealily be Attain'd'to without much ReluQance of Human Nature in its 
_ corrupted State; that it will require the utmoſt Efforts of Rea/or aſ- 
ſiſted with Great Degrees and Succours of the Divine Grace to Raiſe 
the Soul to this Diſpaſſionate, Mortify'd and Self-Denying Temper, 
which nothing but an Habitual Application to God in continual Prayer 
can Accompliſh. - But, however, We muſt alſo remember, that Our'Sa- . 
viour as Man was ſurrounded with all the 1sfirmiries of Our Nature, 
Sin only excepted; that he had a much quicker Senſe of Sufferings, of 
Shame, Pain, and Afflictions than We poſſibly can have. So, though 
We cannot Preſume to arrive at that Her fection of Divine Grace and 
4 Charity which He did; yet that every Good Chriſtian who ſin- 
N cerely endeavours to follow kis Unparallell'd Example, ſhall be Enabl'd 
| to do what is acceptable to God through him towards it, and Nee T2 
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I2 The Duty 


of Praying for Our Enemies. 
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poſſible, to Win and Reclaim Him by Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion; 


Bleſſed Spirit, who never fails to Hear and Aſſiſt Our Devotions un- 


der all Difficulties, will not be wanting in this Preſſing one, is molt 


indiſputably certain. But becauſe We are apt to lay hold on any Ex- 
cuſes to ſhift off Our Duty, as well as to Miſtake in Our Right Ap- 


prehenſions of it, I proceed to my Third General Head; Namely, 
III. To ſettle It's Juſt Extent and Obligation; and to Anſwer Thoſe 


” Objections it may ſeem liable to, and to Preſcribe it within thoſe Limi- 


tations and Reſtrictions it muſt Admit of, This is a hard Saying, who can 
bear it? ſays the Man of Honour, that meaſures his Duty by his Sword; 
and had rather Sacrifice His Soul then His Revenge. If this is Our 


Indiſpenſable Duty, ſuch Fooliſh Clemency, ſay They, will but En- 
courage the Malice of Our Enemies, and lay Our Selves Open and 


Unguarded to their Aſſaults. Beſides, that it ſeems to entrench up- 


on, or ſuperſede the Fundamental Law of Nature, Self-Preſervation, 


and to Betray our Perſons, Rights, and Properties to the Abuſe, 
Violence or Uſurpation of any Bold or Impious Invader. Such Mercy 


and Impunity ſeems contradictory both to Law and Reaſon, by ſup- 


poſing Courts of Judicature Unneceſſary, if not 1ltegal in their Uſe ; and 
ſo Deprives Us of the Aſliſtance of Juſtice, and not only tends to the 
Loſs of Private Perſons, but to the Diſadvantage of the Publick, Either 


We cannot Right Our Selves in the Proſecution of an Enemy, or this 


Duty ſeems Inconſiſtent with it, that We ſhould Hypocritically pre- 


tend to Pray for the Pardon of him againſt whom We are aQually 


Engag'd. In anſwer to this tis ſufficient to ſay, That Chriſtian Charity 
do's not in the leaſt Debar Us from any of the Fuft Privileges of Hu- 


man Nature; neither do's it Forbid Us, as Her, to uſe any Methods of 


Lawfal Defence, to Guard and Secure Our Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates 


from Danger, Rapine, and Oppreſſion; that it is not only conſiſtent 
with, but Eſtabliſhes the Rules of Juſtice, Equity, and Law. Which 
will fully and evidently appear, if We carefully Diſtinguiſh betwext 


the Acts of Private Revenge, and Acts of Publick Fuſtice, The Former 
of which are utterly Repugnant to all Religion, and particularly to 
This Duty of Praying for Our Enemies; for it would turn Our very 


Prayers into Sin, (as I have ſhew'd before;) but with the Latter it is 


highly Reconcileable. To make this Matter clear, We muſt conſider 

Our Enemies under a Double Regard: © 

1. As They Relate to Us in Particular: fa. 
2. As they Relate to the Publick ; the Church, or State. 


I. As They Relate to Us in Particular, We muſt Diſtinguiſh betwixt 


Our Enemy's Perſon and his Actions; the One is Invidable, and We are 
Oblig'd not only to Treat it without Anger and Paſſion, : ſo as, if 


but 


| Thy Seat, and Thou at the Laſt remember My Words, 
wit h. An Enemy ſpeaketh ſweetly with His Lips bur in His Heart Ht 


Dagger into Our Heer. We l beg Mercy 
found 28 Me 
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but Aa to pray for him under the very worſt Condition of Hoſti- 
lity. And this We may do, and yet endeavour to Redreſs the.Other 


by all Legal Means, without Hatred or Revenge, with a Forgiving and 
Placable Temper ; | not ſo much to Gratify Our Own Spleen, as to 


Repair the Injury, with the Leaſt Inconvenience We can to Our Ad- 


verſary; and to Receive His Wrongs and Abuſes, rather with Pity- 


and Compaſſion, than Reſentment and Indignation. Thus far Our Re- 


ligion Obliges us to go, to Labour with God and Man for the Conver- 
ſion of Our Enemies, and, as much as lieth in Us, to Live Peaceably 


with All Men. But ſome, out of a Miſtaken Notion of Chriſtian Charity, 
would carry this Sublime Duty to a Pitch, that neither Reaſon nor Re- 


Iigion Juſtifies, and which indeed is ſo far from Both, as to be utterly 


Inconſiſtent with Common Senſe, and Prudence; I mean that Wretched 


Folly and Credulity of 7. ruſting Our Enemies (an Act of Favour due 
only, next to that Supream Being We are always to Confide in, to our 
very Beſt and moſt Approv'd Friends,) as if We could ſhew Our 


Reconciliation by nothing but Hazarding Our Ruin, and Our only 


way to Demonſtrate Our Love to Our Enemies were in an Utter Ha- 
tred to Our Selves. This may indeed proceed from the Jmmocency of the 
Dove; but certainly is without the Caution and Wiſdom of the ; Notary 
Hear the Son of Sirach ſpeaking from the Hiſtory, and Experience of 
the World. Never Truft Thine Enemy; (ſaith he) for like as 57 
Tron Ruſteth, ſo is his Widckeaneſs. The 25 Humble Himſelf, Eccluſ. o 12. 


and go Crouching, yet take good Heed, and Beware of Him; 


v. 10, Oe. 
and Thou ſhalt be unto Him, as if Thou hadſt Wip'd a Looking.Glaſs, and 


Thou ſhalt know that His Ruſt hath not been altogether Wip' d away. Set 


Him not by Thee; leſt when He hath Overthrown Thee, He ſtand up in 
Thy Place: Neither let Him Sit at Thy Right Hand; left He ſeek to take 
and be pricked there- 


imagineth how to Throw Thee into a Pit: He will Weep with His Eyes; 
but if He find Opportunity, He will not be ſatisfied with Blood, If Aver. 


ſity come upon Thee, Thou ſhalt find Him there firſt; and tho) He pretend 
te Help Thee, yet ſhall He Undermine Thee, He will. ſhake His Bead, 


and clap His Hands, and Whiſpe er much, and change His Conntenance: 


No Religion ſurely Obliges ls. to Expoſe Our Selves to Our Enemies; 


We may Pray for Them. without putting Our Lives and Fortunes into 


thoſe Hands, which, perhaps, want only an Opporfagiey 5 +" &y 
or Them rom 


Jr ee "hich geqerally \ ah 
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Slanders, may 


Secondly, We are to conſider Our Enemies, as they relate to the 
Publick ; the Church, or State. With regard to which it may be aſ- 


ſerted as an undoubted Maxim, that This Chriſtian Charity does by no 
means interfere with, or extend itſelf to the Diſadvantage of Public 
Fuſtice, or any way Oblige Magiſtrates, or Perſons in Authority to For- 


28 


and Correction. To theſe, as properly the Immediate Vicegerents of 


God Himſelf, Vengeance belongeth; and They bear the Sword in vain, if 


They Neglect Their Duty, and Betray Their Truſt and Juriſdiction 


in a cowardly Connivance at, or Impunity of ſuch Malefactors, as 


are a Reproach to the Nation. Where Religion, or Government is Aſ- 


ſaulted by III Principles, or Rebellious Practices, tis the Miniſter's, and 
Magiſtrate's Duty to ſtand up, and Fence againſt Both, and Pronounce 
and Execute Wrath againſt them; and 'tis no leſs the Duty of every 
Private  Subje& to. Aſſiſt Them with Their Prayers, and to Implore 
Juſtice upon ſuch Enemies of God and Our Conntry, And tho? at the 
lame time We Pray for their Converfiov, as well as Detection; We muſt 
remember that We are Bound by a Superior Rule of Charity, and Duty 
to the Conſtirution of which We are Members, to Beſeech God in the 
Excellent Words of Our Church, to Abate Their Pride, Aſſwage Their. 
Malice, and Confound Their Devices; ſtill Confining Our Deſires to the 


Q 


f General Good, without any ſecret or Bye-Reſpe& to Our Selves, and, 
as much as We can, Diſtinguiſhing Their Malice from Their Perſon: ; 


which if They will got take care to Separate likewiſe Themſelves, We 


muſt Leave them to the Diſpoſal of Divine Providence, and the Deter- 


minations of Haman Juſtice. 


_ To proceed: To avoid fa ther Miſtakes in This Matter, We are 
not to Strain, this Rule of Charity to Our Enemies fo far, as to Exclude. 


theſe following Limitations; in all which Caſes, I take it not only to 


be Lamfal, but even an Act of the moſt Religious Charity to Pray to 


Leal PT. EE th Accoqus, If pocblng tis will Coorert 
hei ET, e en en * 95 5 _ 


of "Their Crittes, and. Compell 
e The Nan: © Lord. o 
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| 6 which has been Wounded by Unjuſt 


. That Oer Gen Tanocence, 6 


ö and. Vindicated to the World. 
nj 


954 
3. That the Sbur'df the inzürlous Perſon may be Sav'd and Reftor'd 
by the Suffer ings of the Body, and by a Temporal puniſhment Hf 
may be brought to avoid an Eternal One; leſt, if He be ſuffer'd to 


- 


glve Criminals, or paſs . by Offences that violate the common Peace, or 
break in upon the Laws of Societies, and Demand Publick Reſtraint 


nem.“ * 3 . dee r 7 3 : 1 34 
. That by this Mein They may be brought to Shame, a due Senſe 
* mpell'd to Acxnowedge, and Repent of 
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go on without Controul in the Career of His Sins, He may fill up the 
Meaſure of Them, and ſo end in a final Obduration and Impenitency. 


One to Satan for the Deſtruttion of the Fleſh, that the Spirit may 


do norſay that We ſhould Pray for it. Our Petitions may 


„* 
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4. To prevent and avoid Scandal; for which end Excommunications 
and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures are inflicted, to Deliver ſuch an 168. 5. 5. 
be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, as the Apoſtle ſays. Under which 
Sentence if our Enemy juſtly lyes, obſtinately Deſpiſing and Defying 


the Authority and Admanition of the Church; He ſhuts Himſelf out 
of its Pale, cuts Himfelt off from the Body of Chriſt, and becomes 


unto Us an Heathen Man and a Publican. For ſuch a deſperate proſcrib'd 
Apoſtate We may indeed Mourn, as David did for Saul; but whether 
This is not a Sin unto Death, which not only Forfeits but Evacuates Our 
Prayers, may be Doubted ; and therefore, as St. John ſays, | Ep. J. 16. 
be vain and fruitleſs, as God ſays to the Prophet Jeremy; 1 „ K 

Pray not Thou for This People, neither lift up Cry nor Prayer, 


for them, neither make Interceſſion to me; for J will not hear thee, Hows 
ever, if this is an Error, 'tis an Error on the ſide of Charity to Pray 
for ſuch Sel/-Condemm d Miſcreants; that if poſſible, they may be ſay'd 
by ſome temporal Viſitation on them in this Life. 


Under Theſe Limitations and Reſtrictions, 1 ſuppoſe it not only con- 
ſiſtent with, but a very kind Act of Charity to Our Enemies to beſeech 
God by the Methods of his Providence, for ſuch Good Ends, to bring 
them to Repentance. But in reſpeft of Our Own Private Revenge, 


We ought not, in any Caſe whatſoever, to Pray God to Viſit their Of- 


fences; but, like our Saviour in the Text, to pray that they may be 


blotted out of his Book of Remembrance, that they may never Riſe 


in Judgment againſt them Here, or to the Condemnation of them 


Hereafter. 


Now to all that has been ſaid, it may yet be Odjected; That this 
Praying for our Enemies, ſhews, indeed, a very Meek, Merciful, and 
_ Good-Natur'd Diſpoſition, and may look very well in a Chriſtian Chara- 


Rer.: but that We have the Examples of very Great, and allowedly Good 
Men to the direct contrary, and that not only under the Legal, but the 
Goſpel Oeconomy allo. Moſes, the Meekeſt Man on Earth, was ſo highly 
provok'd by the Sacrilegious Uſurpatiop and Schiſm of Corab, Da- 
than and Abiram, that he utter'd ſuch an Imprecation againſt Them, 
as ſent Them down Quick into Hell, and made Them the-moſt Dread- 
ful Examples, to all Poſterity, of the Heinouſneſs of their Sins. David, 
the Man after God's own Heart, the moſt Mild and Gracious Prince that 


ever had then Reiga'd, has left Us the moſt Bitter Catalogue of Curſes 


on his Enemies in ſeyeral of the Pſalmsg and particularhy the 69, and 2 
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that the moſt Ingenious Revenge could Invent. Did not Elijab's 
Prayer bring down Fire from Heaven to Avenge, inſtead of Mercy to 
forgive, his Enemies? And did not Eliſha ſend Wild Bears, inſtead of 


* 
«a 


Bleſſings, to His Mockers? Do's. not the Angel of the Lord himſelf 


not only Curſe, but give an Expreſs Warrant to Others to Curſe the In- 


habit ants of Merox? And are not the Writings of the Prophets full of 


ſuch dire Imprecations againſt the Enemies of God and Religion? But, 


however Theſe Uncharitable Maledictions might perhaps be thought 
to comport well enough with the State of the Jewiſh Lam, wherein 


God Almighty condeſcended to Permit many things for the Hardneſs 


of their Hearts; yet this would not be allow?d under the Purity of the 


Evangelical Diſpenſation. Let Us hear therefore what That ſays. Why, 
ſays Our, Bleſſed Saviour, Bleſs thoſe that Curſe Ton, and Pray for Thoſe 
that Deſpitefully Uſe You, and Perſecute You. And yet how many Woes 


and Execrations did He pronounce againſt the :Scribes and Phariſees ? 


St. Paul ſays, being. Revild We Bleſs, being Perſecuted We ſuffer it, Vet ; 


do's not the ſame Apoſtle ſtrike the Sorcerer Elymas with Blindneſs ? 


And do's He not ſay, I wauld they were even cnt off that 
| Gal. 5. 12. Trouble You? And Alexander the Copper-Smith did Me much 
Evil, the Lord Reward Him acording. to His Works, And 

Did He not Deliver over the Inceſtuous Perſon, and Hymenæ- 
„u, and Philetus to Satan, for their Blaſphemy ? St. Peter 


Ep. 3. 9 commands Us not to Render Evil for Evil, or Railing for 


Railing, but contrarywiſe Bleſſing , and yet we know the ſame Apoſtle 


ſtruck Ananias and Saphira Dead upon the Spot for a Lye, and Curs'd 


Simon Magus to Periſh with his Mercenary Offering. Are not now | 


theſe Examples of ſuch Great Heroes in Religion ſufficient to Cancel 


this Duty of Praying for Our Enemies: If not to juſtify the 


contrary Practice ? , ; 5 e 

This very plauſible Objection, which I have ſtated in its full Length, 
that it might loſe none of its Force, will Vaniſh into Nothing; if We 
conſider, that theſe were All Prophets, or Inſpir'd Perſons: and having 
the Giſt f Diſcerning Spirits, and the Vice-gerency of God Lodg'd 
in Them, They were Commiſſion d to Denounce the Divine Judgments 
and Curſes againſt the Enemies of God and Religion, and ſuch Offen- 
ders as they nem to be Impenitent: Moſt of which alſo were pro- 
nounc'd' as * Propbecies and Predictions in the Future Tenſe, ds the He- 


brew expreſſes them; not ni the Optative: which is only ren». 
_der'd by That Tenſe, and ſo ofte 


ſlators ſor it. And till We can produce ſuch immediate Authority and 


n-Confounded and Miſtaken by Tran- 
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gave to his Diſciples, tho expreſſing their Zeal in their Maſter's 


Quarrel, applying Elijab's Example againſt the inhoſpitable Samaritans, 
may be a very ſatisfactory Anſwer to Us; Ye kw © 
not what manner of Spirit Ye are f; for the Son of Man Luke 9. 55, 


came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them. 


Having now ſhewn the full Extent and Obligation of this Du- 
ty, and anſwered thoſe Objections it may ſeem liable to, and pre- 


ſcrib'd it within thoſe Limitations it mult admit of; I proczed 


IV. Fourthly, To produce the Reaſons and Motives upon which 
this Duty of Praying for our Enemies is founded, with a particular 


View to That contain'd in the Text, For they know not what they do. 
The Betraying and Murdering our Bleſſed Saviour was, without 

all Diſpute, the moſt Tranſcendently wicked Action that ever was, 

or can be Committed by Mortal Man. And yet when St. Peter 


comes to Expoſtulate this Matter with the Jens, and to Aggra- 


vate it with its Horrible Circumſtances ; as that They 


delivered Him in the Preſence of Pilate, when' He was Foal 3. 13, 
| Determin'd to let Him go, but they Denied the Holy One and ) 
the Fuſt, and Deſird a Murderer to be Granted unto them, and kill'd the 
Prince of Life; yet he adds this remarkable Extenuation of ſo great 


a Sin, as if He pointed on this very Prayer of Our 
Bleſſed Saviour, Now Brethren, I wot that thro” Ignorance Ver. 17. 


ye did it, as did alſo your Rulers. And agreeably to thi, — © 
St. Paul ſays, Achs 13. 27. For they that dwelt at Feruſalem, and their 
Rulers, becauſe they knew Him not, nor yet the Voices of the Prophets, 
_ which are read every Sabbath Dgy, they have fulfill d them in condemming 
Him. And again, 1 Cor. 2. 8, &c. We ſpeak the Wiſdim of God in a 
Myſtery which none of the Princes of this Werld knew, for had they known 
it, th:y would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. Not that We muſt. 


here underſtand the Apoſtles, as if this Ignorance wholly excus'd 


all of them from their Sin, for a moſt damnable Sin it ſtill remain d; 
and therefore they are exhorted to Repent of it, and be 


converted, that their Sins might be blotted out. For this Ads 3.19. 
Ignorance of the Perſon of the Meſſiah was not in 


ſome, Inwincible, but groſly Milful and Affected; in that they obſti- 


nately (bur tbeir Ears to the Scriptures read continually in their Sy- 
nagogues, wherein he was ſo graphically deſcrib'd in all the parti- 
cular Circumſtances of His Birth, Life, Death, and Doctrine, and 


alſo ſhut their Eyes to the Conviction of thoſe miraculous Signs and 


Wonders that He wrouglit; Which left them inexcuſable in not ap- 
prehending Him to be the e ſuch palpable Arguments, N 
EN oN plain 


Commiſſion from God as theſe Holy Men had by Inſpiration ; their 
Examples are no way ſuited to Our Imitation, or ſufficient to Ju- 
ſtify any Private Revenge. And the ſame Rebuke that our Saviour 
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18 The Duty of Praying for Ous Enemies, 
plain Predictions ſulfill'd to the minuteſt Tittle in Him. But in O- 
thets, ho had not the Aſſiſtances of Learning and Education, the 

ſtrong Prejudice they lay under, the divine Infatuation that was 
upon ſome, the grofs Rlindneſs witch which almoſt the whole Fewiſh 

Nation was ſtruck at this time, together with the overbearing Cla- 
mours and Rage of the incens'd People, driving forward the Per- 
petration of this horrid Sin, ſo leſſen'd and qualify'd its Guile in 
the Sight of God, as to render them the Object of His Mercy, and 
the Subject of Our Saviour's gracious Interceſſion; Father Forgive 


TFC 3 abegi di =. 
To apply this Argument to Qur Selves by way 


. 


believe that Our Adverfarics don't Offend our of Malicious Mickedneſi; 


the Sting of the Injury is pluck'd out, and no Wound can be made 
upon ſuch an Invulnerable Temper, which is reſolv'd'to put the beſt * 
Conſtruction upon all. Aceidents that can befal it. Inftead of Rai- 
ſing Gall and Bitterneſs; it Provekes unto Lowe, and to Good orłks; 
and gives the Good Man an Occaſien only of exerting His Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſion. Thus hei. repreſents Things under the Beſt 
Colours they can bear; and makes Favourable Allowances for all 
Caſualties, and'unfortunate Incidents, that may work up a Quar- 
rel, where it qa never intended. And, generally ſpeaking, the 
Experience: af the World convinces us that our Enemy, who is the 


main Butt of Our Spight and Revenge, does the leaſt deſerve it in 


Emſelf ; being often only the Engine of Other Mens Malice, a&- 


ed by Incendiaries who ſtand. behind the Curtain, and blow u 


thoſe Flames purely to make Their Own Advantages of N | 


Fqr Enmities uſually ceaſe, when the Diffeting Parties come to 


Underſtand: Ont another; and if they will hearken ro Reaſon, a 


of Accommodation. 
All the Calamities, Affronts, and Sufferings that the Beſt of Men 


can receive from the Worſ# of Enemies, can never be preſum'd to 
come into Balance, or ſtand in Competition with the leaſt of theſe. 
 Whichiour bleſſed Redeemer underwent. Now if the Ignorance of 
| the Jews could be pleaded in their behalf, and alledg'd as a Motive 
before God, for the Pardon of ſuch unparallell'd Impieties; how 
much more Reaſon have We, poor Mortals, not to inſiſt upon our 
Reſentments, but to be reconcil'd to each other, and to intercede . 
with God for the Forgiveneſs of thoſs petty and raſh Offences, | 
which We daily commit one againft another; through that Toynorance, © 
which All, even the Wiſeſt of Us, are liable to, through P:/jon, o ] ® 
Prejudice, or Inadwvertency, or any other Frailty or Infirmity of Our Na- 
ture. To one of which Cauſes that Chariiy that bearcth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, will be ever 
inclinable to impute the Little Strife, Variance, and Enmity We 
meet With, in the World. If we can once - perſuade Our Selves to 
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Treaty of Peace is the Natural Conſequence of it. How often 


a 4 — 7 
— 0G 
: 


does it happen that Lyes and Slanders Invented and carry'd from 
One Side to another, and propagated with Deſign to fet Men into 
Feuds and Animoſities, by miſrepreſenting their Characters, and 


rendring them Odious, (eſpecially amongſt Perſons of Oppoſite Par- 


ties or Religions,) have entirely been defeated upon due Examinati- 
on, and afterwards proved the ſolid Foundation of Friendſhip ? 
Theſe muſt neceſſarily be the Happy Effects of Calmneſs and De- 
liberation; but if Men are reſolv'd, right or wrong, without any 

Heed to Truth or Juſtice, raſhly to begin and puſh on Quarrels, 


and never conſider the Grounds, or Conſequences of fuch_unadyis'd 


and precipitate Actions; We are to conſider that we are unforty- 


nately engag'd with Mad Men, who in the very Literal Senſe of the 
Words know not whit they do. Like Drunkards in a Rencounter, 


they Fight in the Dark, and are for doing Miſchief they know not 


why, and Stabbing the next Man they meet for the Crime of be- 


ing Sober, and in his Wits. A Wiſe and Good Man would have 
nothing to do with ſuch Enemies, if he could help ir; but if ie 
chances to be his unhappy Lot, he would rather conſider them as 
the Objects of his utmolt Pity and Compaſſion, as Demoniacks and 
L.naticks, who challenge Our Prayers (and not Our Reſentments) 
that God would Reftore Them to their Senſes and a Right Mind. Be- 
ſides that it very ſeldom fails but that ſuch Men do their Own Buſi- 
neſs; by purſuing their Own Frantick and Wild Meaſures ; and 
work out their Own Ruin in the Proſecution of their Adverfaries ; 
and like the Fews Crucify themſelves in Crucifying Chriſt. If this 

happens, and they fall into Diſtreſs, they are the Object of Our 
_ -Commiſeration ; and We ought not to Inſult them on their Fall; but 


if they are ſucceſsful in their Power, (the worſt Caſe for them of 

the two) they may probably never come to a Senſe of their Errors, 
but go on and dye in Impenitence, and ſo juſtly demand Our 
Prayers and Interceſſions to God in their behalf; Father Forgive 


Them, for They know not what They do. Thus if We take Ignorance in 
the general Import of the Word, as it denotes either Our not un- 


derſtanding, not attending to, or not applying the Knowledge We 
have of Our Duty to God, Our Neighbour, and Our Selves; it 


may juſtly be reckon'd the chief Source of the Envy, Hatred, and 


Enmity We find in the World. _ 


Now having done with the Particular Caſe of the Fews, às far as 
We can apply it to Our Selves ; I come next in General to conſider 
the Reaſons of this Duty. For tho' Our Saviour in the Text prays 


for His Enemies; upon a Suppoſitian of their Igucrance, it not be- 
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upon any Other Plea ; yet this is not to be preſum'd, as the Only 
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Caſe, in which His Followers, according to His Own Doctrine, are 
to perform the ſame Duty ; but they are to pray alſo for their E- 


nemies, even when they know what they do; when no ſuch Plea as 
that of Ignorance can be urg'd in their Behalf. For Our Lord in 
His Firſt Precept of this kind, delivers himſelf in General Terms, 


without Limitation or Reſerve ; Pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 
You and perſecute Du. I ſhall therefore proceed to conſider this Duty 
of Praying for Our Enemies, under the Triple Regard it bears: 
1. To God and Religion, 9 

2. To Our Enemies: And, 

3. i Or Senn 


. As to the Regard it bears to God, and Religion. Among the 
many Reaſons that might be brought from this Topick, I ſhall ſe- 
le& only three. The ficſt is a very cogent One, produc'd by Our 
Saviour himſelf on the Injunction of this Duty; namely, That it 
«the higheſt Imitation of the Divine Nature that mortal Man can attain 
"2 to, and therefore the moſt Glorious Perfection of a Chriſtian. 
Mat. 5.44 Pray far thoſe (lays Chriſt) that deſpiteſully uſe you and 

GC. perſecute you ; that you may be the Children of your Father 

3 which is in Heaven; for he maketh His Sun to riſe on the E- 

vil, and on the Good; and ſendeth Rain on the Juſt, and the Unjuſt. Fur 
if you love them which love you, what Reward have you ? do not even 
Publicans the ſame? And if you ſalute your Brethren only, what do ye 
more than others? do not even the Publicans ſo? Be ye therefore perfect, 
bs even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfedt. Or as 

St. Luke varies it, Your Reward ſhall be Great ; and Ye ſhall 


Luk. 6. 3 5 » 
Oc. | 


be the Children of the Higheſt, for He is kind unto the Un- 


thankful, and to the Evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father al- 
ſo is merciful. As if this ſuperlative Degree of Divine Benignity 
and Goodneſs render'd Us the moſt expreſs Image of God himſelf; 
who diſpenſes the common Temporal Bleflings of his gracious 


Providence, with an univerſal Philanthrophy, and Liberality ; with- 
out diſtinction of Perſons, even to his moſt Wicked, Ungrateful, 
and Provoking Enemies. This is therefore a Godlike Vertue, advan- 
ces our Souls to the higheſt Dignity of which they are capable, 

and makes them fit for the Beatifick Viſion, by Transfor- 
Iziah 40. 18. ming Them into the Similitude of the Divine Glory. 
25 In this ſhall Me liken God, and in this Likeneſs ſhall Me be 


compar d unto Him. For if Love be the fulfilling of the Law ; this is 


certainly the moſt compleat fulfilling of Love, and the brighteft 


reſemblance of that bleſſed Being, who is Love it ſelf, and who 


ſeems to delight himſelf in that Amiable, that Adorable, (and 


if I may be allow'd ſo to ſpeak) darling Attribute his Mercy. 
I ſhall cloſe this Point in the Eloquent Words of one of the 


greateſt 


| 
| 
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greateſt and moſt learned Writers of our Church, on The Revd. 
this Subject. When Ipray as heartily for my Enemy, Dr. Scut p. 
_ © as I do for my Daily Bread; when I ſtrive with Vol. 3-P.144. 
„ Prayers and Tears to make God his Friend, who himſelf wilt 
* not be Mine; when I reckon his Felicity amongſt my own 
* Neceflities : ſurely this is ſuch a Love, as in a literal Senſe, may 
*© be ſaid to reach up to Heaven. To which Words of this ex- 
quiſite Divine and Orator I will preſume to add, could only come 
down from Heaven alſo. Which ſuggeſts a ſecond Reaſon this 
Duty is grounded upon; namely, 3 PO 
2. That it is the Peculiar Characteriſtiek and Diſtinguiſhing Badge of 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion, above All other Religions in the World. This is 
a Prayer which none but a Chriſtian can Say; and is the Practice 
of That New Commandment, by which Our Saviour would have 
Hu Diſciples known, and Diſcriminated among Men. It is fo Ob. 
ſcurely Deducible from the Law of Nature, corrupted, as it is; that 
the Wiſeſt Moraliſts among the Heathen could never Raife Vertue 
to ſuch a Pitch. To be Aveng'd on Our Enemies, was, in the O- 
pinion of thoſe two Great Gentile Sages, Ariſtotle, and Tully, 
not only an Act of Juſtice, but the Commendable Property of an 
Heroick and Valiant Spirit; And Mabomer, in that Bloudy Sy- 
ſtem of Cruelty, Lewdneſs, and Blaſphemy, his Alchoran, makes it 
the neceſſary Criterion of a Saint. The Precepts even of the Sro- 
icks, the moſt Rigid Sect, could carry Philoſophy no Higher, than 
to the Subduing Our Paſſions, and Patient Enduring all Injuries ; 
and even that out of a Stupid Principle of Apathy. Human Rea- 
ſon could go no farther, till it was Improv'd, Refin'd, and Perfected 
by Divine Revelation. And even in the Fewih Law, this Duty was 
ſo faintly and weakly Inculcated, and ſuch large Allowances 
Granted to that Stubborn and Spiteful People, in the Caſe of Reta- 
liation; that the Rabbjnical Gloſſes had not only quite Effac'd it, but 
Foiſted a Precept into its Room, in direct Oppoſition _ i 
to it, to Hate Ones Enemy. In contradiction to which Mat. 5. 43. 
ſays Our Bleſſed Saviour, I, that is Emphatically, It he 
Greateſt Prophet and Law-giver that ever came into the Worid, the 
Great Meſſenger of Peace, the Author of the Goſpel, the C,ucnant of 
Peace, who came to Reconcile God to Man, and Men One to Ano— | 
ther, it is I, that command You this New Command- 
ment; Love Your Enemies, bleſs them that Curſe You, do Ver. 44. 
Good to them that Hate You, and Pray for them which De- 
ſpitefully Uſe You and Perſecute You. A Few perhaps might with ſome 
> Difficulty have Forgiven his Enemy; but to Prey for Him, and that 
| too when in the midſt of Torments and Perſecutions, was ſuch an 
Evangelical Paradox, as none could enjoin, but He who was {o Glo- 
5 1 rious 
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I be Duty of Praying for Our Enemies. 
rious an Example of it too. The Practice of this Duty was ſuch a 
Shock upon the Primitive Proſelytes to Chriſtianity, that nothing 

Stagger'd Their Faith ſo much; and occaſion'd that Witty Say ing, 
that Chriſt's Praying Lazarus out of his Grave, was not half ſo great 
a Miracle as His Praying for His Enemies on the Croſs. Let if we 
own our ſelves Diſciples of that Croſs, and expect to be Sav'd by the 
precious Blood that was Shed upon it; We muſt Submit to this its 
peculiar and Indiſpenſable Doctrine; We muſt not only return Con- 
tumelys and Reproaches with Silence or Good Language, Injuries 
with Benefits, Curſes with Bleflings ; but We muſt Kiſs Our Enemy 
when He is Angry, follow the Great Captain of our Salvation 
through all his Sufferings, and Pray that even the Mercileſs Hand 
that Executes Us may find Mercy. Which leads me t a Third Rea- ” 
TV 33 8 EO, 

3. We are oblig'd to Pray for Our Enemies, becauſe They are the In- 
ſtruments of God's Fuſtice, and Providence here Below. We ought in ge- 
neral not only to ſubmit to, but to Pray that God's Will may be Done, 
in all the various Diſpenſations of his Power, and Wiſdom in the 
Government of the World. And as we muſt reſt Aſſur'd, that the 

moſt ſeemingly Hard and Rough Adminiſtrations of it are Ordain'd 
for Good and Prudential Ends, and, if rightly applied, will infalli- 
bly Produce them; ſo are We not only for that reaſon to Acquieſce 
in, but to Thank God for their Appointment : Still looking up to 
the Superiour Agent, and Fir Principle of Motion, that directs all 
theſe Second Cauſes here below; that can bring Light out of Dar- 
neſs, over-rule, and, if occaſion be, ſet aſide the Power and Opera- 
tions of Nature, and make her bring forth Contrarieties to her Self. 
This ſettled Notion of the Goodneſs and Omnipotence of Provi- 
dence will at all times ſanctify and reconcile the ſevereſt Afflicti- 
ons and Troubles to Us, and not only render us eaſie under their 
Preſſures, but make Us even Bleſs the Rod that Smites Us, and thus 
Chaſtiſes Us in Mercy for our Eenefit and Reformation. As all the 
Sorrows We endure may be Imputed to ſome Sins, that have previ- 
ouſly deſerv'd and brought them down on our Heads; ſo if We 
conſider them as only Temporal Puniſhments, inflicted for the preven- 
tion of Eternal, they mult bs the greateit Bleflings God can ſend 
Us; and conſequently Worthy of our Prayers for thoſe Who are 
thus Inſtrumental in conveying them to Us. When theſe Judgments 
fall upon Us, and We are deliver'd up into the Power of aur Ene- 
mies, We ought not to wreak our Malice and Spleen upon Them ; 
TY but return the meek Anſwer of old Eli, It is the Lord, 
let Him do what ſeemeth Him Good: or with Job, the Lord 
Job 1. 21 FPath given, and the Lord hath taken away; Bleſſed be the 
: Name of ibe Lord. When David's Guards ſolicited _ 
Ning 


1 Sam. 3. 18. 
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King and Maſter to Avenge the Imprecations of Shemei with the 
Expence of his Life, and co waſh away His Blaſphemy with his 
Blood; with what inimitable Patience, and Good Nature, does 


that gentle Prince skreen the Traytor from their Vengeance, as be- 


ing a Puniſhment ſent from God upon Him! Then [:i4 Abiſhai tbe 


Son of Zeruiah, why ſhould this Dead Dog curſe my Lord, 
_ the King ? let Me go over, I pray Thee, and take off his hy 16, 
Head. And the King ſaid, what have 1 to do with You Ye. © © 


Sons of Zeruiah ? let Him curſe, b:cauſe the Lord hath [aid unto Him Curſe + 
David: Who ſhall then {cy wherefore haſt thou done ſo? When God by his 


 Permiſjrve Providence does not Prevent, or by his Active lets. looſe our 
Enemies upon Us, (as he did Rezin, and Pebab againſt 5 


FJudab) to Torment and Afflict us for our Crimes; we 2 Kings 15. 


ought to eſteem Them the Officers and Executioners 
of Divine Juſtice, and to Treat them as Such, leſ baply 


ve be found even to fight ogainſt God. There cannot ; Ads 5. 39. 


through the whole Hiſtory boch of the Fewiſh, and Chr1- 


ſtian Church be produc'd two more lively Inftances of this Duty of 

Praying for Our Enemies under the moſt Galling and vexatious | 
Circumſtances imaginable, than what we read of the One under its 

State of Captivity, and the Other under ifs Primitive Perſecution. Take 


the matter thus excellently fet forth in the Words f 
our Church. “ Will you hear the Scriptures concern- 1 Part of the 


© ing this moſt neceifary Point? I bert therefore Hom. againſt 


© (faith St. Paul) that above all things Prayers, Supplica- | Rebellion 


* tions, Interceſſions, and Giving of Thanks be bad for all 
Men; for Kings, and all that are in Authority 5 that we 
ce -may live @ quiet and peaceable Life with all Godlineſs : For that is Good 


c 
* 


1 Tim. 2. 5 
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c them this Leſſon? Forſooth Caligula, Claudius, or Nero; who 
.cc 
* rants. Will you yet hear the word of God to the-Fews, when 
© they were Priſoners under Neb»chadonoſor King of Babylon, after 
© he had ſlain their King, Nobles, Parents, Children, and Kins- 
© folks, burned their Country, Cities, yea Jeriſalem it ſelf, and 
ce the Holy Temple, and had carried the Reſidue remaining alive, 


© Captives with him into Babylon ? Will you hear yet what the 
C 


* 


— 


ef Pray you, ſaith the Prophet, for the Life of | Nebuchado- 
“ nofor King of Babylon, and for the Life . Balthaſar his Bar. 1. 1. 
Son, that their Days may be as the Days of Heaven upon 


be Eartb, that God alſo may givt Us Strength, and lighten oe Hoke 
So "000 BEA Ik COMER I © Hoek 


and acceptable in the Sight of God Our Saviour, WC. This is St. Pauls 
Counſel: And who, I pray You, was Prince over the molt pare 
© of the: Chriſtians, when God's Holy Spirit by: St. Paul's Pen gave 


* were not only no Chriſtians, but Pagans, and moſt cruel Ty-- 


Prophet Baruch ſaich unto God's People being in this Captivity 2 
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© that we may live under the Defence of Nebuchodonoſor King of Babylon, 
and under the Protection of Balthaſar his Son; that we may long do them 
Service, and find favour in their Sight. Pray for Us alſo unto the Lord 
© our God; for we have ſinn d gif the Lord our God. Thus far the 
* Prophet Baruch his Words: which are ſpoken by him unto the 
© People of God, of that King who was an Heathen, a Tyrant, 
© and cruel Oppreſlor of them, and had been a Murtherer of many 
© Thouſands of their Nation, and a Deftroyer of their Country, 
© with a Confeſſion that their Sins had deſerv'd ſuch a Prince to 
*© Reign over Them. To which I ſhall add the words of Feremy 
 _ _ to the fame People under the ſame Circumſtances : Seek 
Jer. 29. 7. the Peace of the City whither 1 have caus d You to be carried a- 
5 2ay Captives, and Pray unto the Lord for it; for in the Peace 
thereof ſhall Ye have Peace. To conclude this Head: As our Enemies 
are ſent us by God (accidentally, and unknowingly as to them) for 
the Scourges of our Sins; they are the great Objects of our Com- 
paſſion and Prayers: leſt by being employ'd as the Veſſels of God's 
Wrath againſt us here, they may by their own Injuſtice, Cruelty, 
and Malice, be alſo Inſtruments of their own Deſtruction and Yeſ- 
ſels of Eternal Wrath hereafter. Which brings me in the next Place, 
2. To conſider farther this Duty, as it regards our Enemy Him- 
4 ſe We muſt ſtill allow Him to be our Brother, and conſequently 
inticl'd to our Aﬀe#ion, and Prayers For his Enmity can never De- 
prive him of his Humanity, or efface the Image of God ſtampt on 
his Perſon. But perhaps he may be join'd to us under a near- 
er and more ſacred Alliance; as he is a Member of the ſame Body, 
as he is Redeem'd by the ſame Blood, as he is a Servant of the ſame 
God, and Church, as he is a Subject of the ſame Government and 
Country, and involv'd in the ſame Common Intereſts and Happi- 
neſs with our ſelves: Upon all which accounts whatever Injuries or 
Wrongs he may have done us in Private, he can never be excluded 
our Prayers for the Publick Good. „ | 2 
2. Praying for Our Enemy may be the moſt effetual Means of His Con- 
- ver ſion and Reconciliation both to God, and Our Selves. 
| Rom. 12. 20. St. Paul ſays, If thine Enemy bunger, feed bim; if be 
EE  thirſts, give bim Drink; for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap Coals 
of Fire on his Head. Now if ſo ſmall a Token of Kindneſs can 
 Mollify and Melt down the obdurate Heart of a Relenting Ad- 
verſary ; certainly ſuch a noble and exalted Inſtance of Our 
Love, when We apply to Heaven in His Behalf, and call down 
Omnipotence to His Succour, is enough to break the moſt flinty 
Conſtitution, and like Moſes's Rod, to diſſolve ev'n a Rock of Strife 
into Tears, Kindneſs and Patience may conquer what Force and 
| Power 
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Power cannot; it could diſarm Eſau of his Hatred, and the Syrians 
of their Revenge, and gain that Victory by Friendſhip, which never 
could be obtaind by Var. The Amalkites, we know, were diſ- 
comfited more by Moſes's Hand held up in Prayer, than by the 
Sword of Foſhua ; which receiv'd all its fatal Edge and Execu- 
tion from the deadly Voice of the Prophet. Such is the Power 
of Prayer, that nothing can withſtand it. Whag, Miracles have 
not been wrought by the Interceſſions of thoſe & reat Favourites 
of Heaven, Noah, David, Elias, Job, Feremy, and Daniel, whoſe 
Prayers have ſav'd Nations, diverted the Anger of God, and 
over-rul'd the Powers of Nature? How many Millions fell by the 
bended Knees of an Aſa, Fehoſaphat, or Hexckiab? Could not 
the Supplications of a Pious Qaeen Eſther Deliver Her People, 
and even, of a Wicked tho' Repenting Menaſſes, reſtore His King- 
dom? If the Prayers of Faith can ſave the Sick, and the 
fervent Effectual Prayer of a Righteous Man availeth much; 2 2 
what Succeſs, may We not promiſe Our Selves, „ 5 
will ſuch efficatious Prayers find, that are put up to God for ſo 
Pious and Religious an end as This? They cannot return empty); 
they muſt tate Heaven by an holy Violence, and, like Facob, Mreſtle 
with God, till they Obtain the Blefling. So Powerful was this 
Prayer of Our Saviour upon the Croſs; that, as a Learned Prelate Ob- 
ferves, in the Space of Mfty five Days it converted eight Thou- 
| ſand of His Enemies. And very probably to that Affectionate In- 
terceſſion of St. Stephen (who fo exactly trod in His Bleſſed Maſter's 
Steps) may be attributed the Converſion of Saul, that violent 
Perſecutor of the Church, into Paul the no leſs Zealous Apeſtle of it. 
Who ſaw the Barbarous Murder, and was conſenting to it, when 
he heard Thoſe Prayers that would have made His Executioners 
Relent, had not their Hearts been harder than the Stones which 


they pour'd on His Innocent Head. As the quick and wonder- 


ful Propagation of the Goſpel in the World, under the Gracious 
Influence of Gods Spirit and Providence, may be juſtly imputed to 
the Zeal, Steddineſs, and Reſolution of thoſe glorious Eccleſiaſtical 
Heroes, that noble Army of Martyrs, who follow'd Chriſt their Cap- 
tain in Crimſon Robes, and ſeal'd the Faich with their Bloud; 
So did ir Receive no little Advancement from the Meekneſs of 
their Sufferings; and that Divine Charity, wherewith they Re- 
commended their Perſecurors to God's Pardon and Mercy. Every 
Page in the Sacred Annals ſhines with ſuch Illuſtrious Examples; 
but certainly that which eclipſes all the leſſer Lights of the Church, 

and comes the neareſt up to That Holy Pattern 1 have been endea- 

vouring to deſcribe, is that of THE ROYAL MARTYR; 

whoſe Death, had it ee of Feſus Chriſt, vor voy 
29 | Sem 
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ſeem'd. re s true E Type of it, as it Wis the exact Tranſcript and $64 
preſentation of it afcerwards, . We conſider the Barbarous 


i Indignities He ſpffer'd in His Life, the Intolerable Inſolence and 


Affronts He endur'd in His Arraigument, Tryol, and Conde mnation; 
or the Shameful and Cruel manner. of His Execution as the vileſt 
of Slaves, and worſt of Malefactors. In all which the King, and 
the Chriſtian Wers fo well mixt and temper'd; Majyty and Ha- 
mility, Magnani e and Mee neſo, Patience and Charity, Conſtancy 
in Faith, and Ferwency in Devotion, as would have broken the 


Hearts of any Enemy, but fuck Implacable Bloud-thirfty Savages, 
| who were equally bereay'd of Hum ine Nature and Divine Grace. 


Or how could ſuch Monſters, without Shame and Confuſion of 


Face, and Abhorrence of their own deteſtable Villanies, ſee this 
| Imperial Saint lay down His Crown and Life upon the Block, and 
hear theſe laſt Dying Words? © To ſhew you ( ſays the Bleſſed 


„King) that I am a good Chriſtian, — I have forgiven all the 


© World, and even thoſe in particular that have been the chief 
7 Cauſers of my Death; Who they are God knows, I do not 


10 defire to know, I pray God forgive them. Bur this is not 
ce all; my Charity muſt gg, further; L wiſh that they may repent, 


ce for indeed they have committed a great Sin in that Particular. 


* I pray God, with St. Stepben, that this be not laid to their Charge. 


6 Nay not only ſo, but that they may ne the right way to the 
* Peace of the Kingdom; for My Charity commands Me, not 


Lo only to Forgive Particular Men, but My Charity commands me 
to endeavour to the laſt gaſp the Peace of the Kingdom. 


Now if We ſhare the Misfortune of this moit Pious, and truly. 


Chgtiſtian Prince, to contend with ſuch Untractable, Ungrate- 
ful, and. Irreconcileable Enemies, whom no Overtures of Rea- 


ſon, Kindneſs, or Condeſcenſion can perſuade or. ſubdue, but 
who will Inexorably hold; ont, and are refalv'd to; be deaf both. 


to, our. Prayers. and, Entreaties, and when We propoſe Terms of 


Peace, make t bemſelues ready tu Battle; we have Acquitted our ſelves 
both before God and Man; we have done our Part, and may 


leave them, as Inexcu{able, to the Diſpoſal of Providence; which 


if it does not convert their Hearts, will at leaſt, tie; up; obeir Handi, 
and clog the Chariot Wheels of - ſuch /Obdurare Pharaghs, | that, they: 


hal not drive ſq furiouſly againſt Us; But. tis to he hop d, he 


World is very wicked, there are but few: ſuch Hrodigies in 
Fature to be found! And let Us conſider, if Our, Prayers ſhould 
meet with that happy Succeſs we .wiſh for and endeavour; What 
2 Bleſſed, Comfort, and Satisfaction will it be to Using thisLife, to 
have. Henkes ner and, defeated the Devils, Deſigns, to haue 
ee the Souls. of Our Rgor. RodhnSg ont of; eternal. Perdition, 


ta 
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to have made proſelytes and Servants K "God, Friends inſtead 
of Enemies to our ſelves, and Heirs to that everlaſting Bliſs and 
Glory, to which We entitle Our Selves by this Great Act of 
Charity. For let Us know, that if We thus cenvert a 
Sinner from the Error of his Way, We ſhall ſave a Soul Jem. g. 20. 
from Deere. and ſhall hide & Multitude of Our Own Sins; 
and ſhall ſhine like Stars for ever and ever. Charity therefore to 
Ou Selves, would induce Us to exerciſe this Charicy to Our Ene- 
mies, Which is attended with ſuch an Infinite and Inexpreffible 
Reward, which will thus Requite Meroy with Mercy, Pardon in 
Heaven with Pardon on Earth, and will be as twere a Transfer of 
our Debrs upon the Forgiveneſs of our Brother. This indeed is 
laying up à Store for our Selves, a Good Foundation againſt the Time 
to come, 4 Reward in the — of Necefſ ty, 1 Me may attain Eter- 
- nat Life. 
* N Third Reaſon to move Us to Pray for Our Enemies i is, 
becauſe They ſo highly ſtand in need of our Prayers, as Sinners ag inſt. Us ; 
and can't without our Interceſſien, ſo eaſily at leuſe, be Pardon d by God. 5 
We are commanded by the Apoſtle, to confeſs our Fault: 
one to another, and to pray one for another, that we may te James 5. 16. 
healed Which Injonction particularly reſpects the "of- 
fice of the Sick; who could neither ordinarily receive 4b/6! ation from 
| their Sins, or à Cure of their Diſtemper, without a particular Con- 
feſſion of the One, and the Prayers of the Church for the Other: which 
in thoſe primitive Times were miraculous in their Operations, re- 
ſtoring the Sick without any farther Remedies. But then twas a 
Necſſa'y Condition as well as now, to obtain the Peace of God, and 
real Comfort to Penitent Souls, not only to be reconcil'd to the whole 
World, and particularly choſe :hey had injur'd, bur to beſeech God 
_ alſo to forgive all thoſe they themſelves had been injur'd by ; with- 
out which no one could receive Abſolution, or be admitted to the 
Holy Sacrament. But tho' this may in particular reſpect the Office 
of the Sick ; it equally obliges all in Hat, whoſe Salvation depends 
on the fame Terms. We are all bound to pray for each other, 


— 2 


for the mutual Pardon of our Offences, And theſe Interceſſions 


are requir d, not only from our Superiors, who may ſeem to have 
more Intereſt and Favour in the Court of Heaven; but allo from Infe- 
riors, for thoſe that are above them. The Apoſtles themſelves, who, 
we may think, had very little Need of other Mens Prayers, very 
frequently-requeſt to be recommended to God by the 
Prayers of the Faithful. Now 1 beſeech You Brethren, Rom. 15.30. 
| ſays that Choſen Veſſel of Gd St. Paul) for the Lord Feſus 

Cori s fell, ang for the Love of the 3 that Te Hrive together h 


me 
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1 me in your". b reger. to God for me. And again, Praying | 
Eph. 6. 18. always with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and 


watching thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Supplication 


5 For All Saints; and for me that Utterance may be given unto me, that 1 
may open my Mouth buldly to make known the Myſtery of the Goſpel. And 
fo in ſeveral other Places. Now if the very Beſ# of Men thus ſtand 


in Need of the Prayers of others ſo much below themſelves in Ver- 


tue and Religion (and we can't ſuppoſe the Apoſtle thus importu- 
nately to have begg'd for a thing of no Effect) and theſe Prayers 
are as *twere the neceſſary Addreſſes to obtain theſe Bleflings from 
the Throne of Grace; how much more highly requiſite will be the 
Petitions of thoſe that ſuffer under Injuries, for thoſe who are the 
ſinful Authors of them? CC aA. 
1 will not preſume to carry this Point too far; fo as to aſſert 
that they cannot be forgiven without it. But I confeſs, from ſome 
_ Paſſages of Scripture, there ſeems ſome Reaſon to conclude, that 
if this Interceſſion is not abſolutely requiſite to the Remiſſion of our 
Adverſary's Offence, tis at leaſt a very great and prevailing Motive 
with God for it. To make this Matter a little clear; 
| Gen. 20. we read that when Abimelech had only intended to have 
EO Qefil'd Abrabam's Wife, not knowing her to be ſo, but 
miſtaking her, according to their own Prevarication, for his Siſter ; 
that when God threaten'd him co puniſh him ſeverely for this his 
intended Injuftice, tho' he was not conſcious of the Heinouſneſs of 
his Crime; he ſends him to Abraham to intercede for 
Ver. 7. his Pardon, for be is 4 Prophet, (lays God) and be ſhall 
Tray for thee, and thou ſhalt live: and if thou reſtore ber not, 
know thou, that thou ſhalt ſurely dye, thou, and all that are thine. And 
accordingly we find that God revers'd his Judgment upon Abraham's 
Prayer. When the Jews had fo highly provokd God, in the Ab- 
ſence of Moſes their General, on the Mount, againſt whom they 
not only rebell'd, but againſt God by Idolatry ; it is very remarka- 
ble, that when that meek Prophet interceded with God for their 
en Re Pardon, offering his own Life, as a Sacrifice and Ran- 
Exod. 32.10. ſom for theirs, God Almighty, replies, Let me alone that 
mi Wrath may wax hot againſt. them. As if the Divine 
Power was Arreſted and ſuſpended upon his Prayer, and the Lord 
bear ken d to the Voice of a Man, to. ſtop the Courſe of his Juſtice 
and Providence. When that wicked King. Feroboam 
1 Kings 13. ſtretcht out his Arm to ſmite the Prophet at Bethel, the 
V.. Lord dried up bis ſacrilegious Hand, ſo that be could not pull 
N it in again to bim; and there it ſtood a wither'd Monu- 
ment of divine Vengeance, till reſtor d by the healing * and 
, OTE 5 ; s nter- 
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Interceſſion of his Adverſary. I ſhall produce but one Inſtance 
more, and that is the remarkable Caſe of Fob, which ſpeaks very 
fully to the Point before us. When God intended to have reveng'd 
his Quarrel againſt his Falſe Friends, who had ſo baſely inſulted 
and abus'd him in his Misfortune; he would not accept their Sacrifice 
or Repentance, but by the Mediation of Fob himſelf. 
Take unto you now (ſays God) ſeven Bullocks and ſeven C 42. 8. Ce. 
Rams, and go to my Servant Job, and offer up for your ſelves 
a Burnt-Offering, and my Servant Job ſhall pray for you ; for him will 1 
A c4cept : left I deal with you after your Fully, in that ye have not ſpoken of me 
the thing which is right, like my Servant Job. So Eliphaz the Tema- 
nite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite went, and 
did according as the Lord commanded them; the Lord alſo accepted Job; 
and the Lord turn d the Coptivity of Job when be pray'd for his Friends. 
The Divine Procedure in this Matter does at leaſt warrant this Con- 
cluſion; That tho' God may, if he pleaſes, without our Prayers, 
| pardon our Enemies on their Repentance ; yet that our Prayers for 
them are of mighty Force and Prevalence with God, to obtain 
the Acceptation of their Perſons and Repentance, and to render 
their Admiſſion to the Throne of Grace (if I may be allow'd ſo to. 
ſpeak) more eaſy and ſatisfactory. I deſire here not to be miſunder- 
ſtood. Not that either our Prayers, or their Repentance can be at all 
available or acceptable for them, or our ſelves, in the Sight of God, 
but through the Merits and Satisfaction of our great and only Medi- 
ator Chriſt Jeſus ; to the Benefit of whoſe Mediation and Interceſ- 
ſion for our ſelves, we cannot lay any Claim, without this indiſ- 


penſable Duty of Interceſſion for our Enemies. This therefore 


muſt be ſo underſtood, as a Conditional and Subordinate Means here be- 
ow, to qualify us for that Abſolution above. There are ſome Sins 
that, as all Cæſuiſts agree, require Reſtitution in order to Remiſſion, 
| ſuch as Extortion, Fraudulent Gains, and the like; and others that are 
almoſt incapable of it, as Murder, and Adultery. In both theſe Dread- 
ful Caſes, not only the Forgiven(ſs, but the Prajers alſo of the Perſon 
injur'd (where they may be had) may poſſibly be very Conducive to- 
wards, if not Requiſite for the Pardon of the Perſon injuring. Doubt- 
leſs both join'd together are of more Weight, and Efficacy; and 
may be look'd upon as a Compoſition in Ordinary Courſe of Tuſtice, and 
accepted inſtead of Plenary Satisfaction, and ſo Cancel the Debt and 

Obligatian on the Offender's fide. If therefore we have any Regard 
to the Sou!s or Bodies of our Enemies, we muſt Pray for the One La- 
bouring under the Convictions of Sin and Guilt, that the other may 
alſo be Deliver'd from thoſe juſt Fudgments the Divine Vengeance 

may otherwiſe inflict upon them for our ſakes. And what, an Ho- 


nourable and Bleſſed Office is this! to ſtand, ſubordinately, 8 
place 
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place of our Redeemer ; to Deprecate God's Wrath, and Reconcile 
Man to God; to ſtep in, and Interpoſe Mercy, betwixt Vindid ive 


ſhball find it ſtill 


cial Reaſons, drawn from our own Welfare, and Concerns. And 
fen then: „ TVC 


Eſteem'd, as onl 


3s thus ſet i 


Juſtice, and Puniſhments ; and, like the Angel with Abraham, to In- 


tercept the Impending Sword, and Skreen the, Sacrifice on the Altar. 
From the Great Good and Service we may do to our Enemies by our 
Prayers for them, F come in the Laſt Place 


To conſid.r this Duty, as it Relates to cur ſelves. And here we 
ſappoteed, by more Affecting, and Benefi- 


1. We are to Pray for cur Enemies, becauſe of the Great Profit and 


Advantages we may Reap from them in the Good Offices they do ws. 
If Affliction is the School of Virtue; our Enemies are to be 
EI y our Maſters, or Tutors, ſet over us for Ad- 

monition, Inſtruction, and Correction of our Faulrs. And tho' the 

Diſcipline is Rough, and Unpalatable, and perhaps Irkſome to Fleſh 
and Blood; yet it has its Medicinal Qualities, and, if rightly 
_ apply'd, will prove the Beft Phyſick we can take. The Holy 

Pſalmiſt, who, to his great Sorrow, had taſted deep of this bitter 


Cup, and whoſe whole Life was almoſt one continued Scene of 
Trouble and Vexation from his Enemies, tells us the Great Im- 


provement and Experience that he had gain'd from them, and par- 
ticularly from that Blood-thirfty Adverſary Saul, in whoſe Court 


PC. 119. 


he fo long Liv'd, had made bim wiſer than the Aged. 


0 T bon (ſays he) through thy Commandments haſt made me 
98, 99. 8 = wiſer than mine Enemies, for they art ever with me, 1 | 
vis bove more Undoſtanding than all my Teachers; And 


therefore (ſays he) it is Good for me that I have been 
Aſflicted, that I might learn thy Statutes. When a Man 
n the midit of Snares and Langers, he. Walks upon the 
Batilements of a City, and ought to take good Heed to his Paths, 
when his prying and inquiſitive” Enemies are ready to undermine and 
Ng ſwallow bim up; when they Mreſt his Words, and all their 
Thoughts are againſt him for Evil; When they Gather them 
ſelves together, and Hide themſelves, and Mark bis Steps, 
when they wait for his Soul. When he is certain that all the Errors and 
Miſcarriages of his Life ſhall be laid open, his Frailties, Ignorances, 
and Infirmities Maꝑnified into Wilful and Preſumptuous Sins, and his 


PC; 56. 5, 6. 


a Good Name loaden with Lies and Slanders, and all the 
Eccluſ. 23. 


2, 4 


Artillery of that Accuſer of the Brethren pour d on bis Guilt- 
 lefs Head: Then let him ſet Scourges over bis Thoughts, 
and the Diſcipline of Wiſdom over þis Heart ; leſt be fall before his Ad- 


 werſaries, and his Enemies rejoice over him. It will require his utmoſt 


Prudence and Caution to Ride out the Storm, and Weather ſuch 2 
| . Day 


8 
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Day of Trouble, and of Rebuke and Blaſphemy. This is the Seaſon to 
_ Exerciſe his Chriſtian Virtues; when he is Examin'd 5 
with Deſpiteſulneſs and Torture, that his Meekneſ may be Wif. 2. 19. 
known, and hi Patience prov'd, This is the time to call! 
upon God for a double Portion of his Spirit, for Faith, and Per- 
ſeverance, for Humility and Conſtancy, for an ardent Love of God, 
and Zeal for his Glory, a firm Truſt in his Providence, and Refig- 
nation to his Will, with an equal Contempt of the Frowns and 
. Temptations, the Allurements, or Sufferings of this World, when 
put in Oppoſition to his Duty, the Defence of the Truth, or the 
| Diſcharge of a Good Conſcience. + The Comfort of which will 
bear him up above, and carry him through all the Torment, Di(- 
grace, and Barbarity the Malice of Men or Devils can invent, 
and bring him off more than Conqueror, thro" Chriſt that ſtrengthens bim. 
This indeed is a Fiery Furnace, wherein the Virtue of a Chriſtian 
is Tried, even as Silver is Tried ; and out of which it will come 
with its true Sterling Weight and Luſtre. Now tho' theſe are the 
Accidental Effects of our Sufferings from our Enemies, wrought in us 
by the Grace of God, and quite contrary to their Deſigns and In- 
tentions; yet a kind of Juſtice and Gratiiude would oblige us to In- 
tercede with God for their Pardon, who have been the Occaſions of 
doing us ſo much Good; that we may ſay, Ir is not an Enemy that bat 
done this, but it was thou my beſt Friend, who by laying wait for my 
Soul, haſt been a Great Inſtrument in ſaviug it. 
Laſtly, Ve muſt Pray fer Our Enemies; becauſe it is Enjoin d by God, 
#5 the Abſolute Condition of Praying for our ſelves. If thou a 
| bring thy Gift 10the Altar (ſays our Saviour) and there Re- Mit 5. 23 
membreſt that thy Brother hath cught againſt thee 5 leave there © © 


—— 


thy Gift before the Altar, and go thy way, firſt be Reconcil'd to thy Brother, 
and then come and offer thy Gif: So that-an entire Reconciliation with 
our Adverſaries is a neceſſary Qualification for us to Approach God's 
Altar for the Attonement of our own Sins; without which: we are 
not fit to come into the Divine Preſence: It is that Wedding Garment. 
which if we are not Cloath'd withal, we muft be fo far from Ex- 
pecting to be Aeceptable Gueſts at the Holy Table, that We ſhall 
be caſt out into Outer Darkneſs. Nay, the Want Ot chis does not 
only put in a Rar againſt our om Pardon, but it urn, our very Proy- 
ers into Sin; it renders them the moſt Dreadſul Curſe, and ſnprech ti. 


on upon our, own. Souls, that our molt Bitter Enemy, the Devil 


himſelf, could utter. For by this we Bind and Seal our on Sins 
upon our ſelves, we Pray Damnation on out ſelves even in the Lords 
Prayer ; and make a Covenant with God for our Eternal Deſtruction, | 
if. we don't fulfil the Condition we Stipulate, to Forgive in . full: 


6 1 
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Terms, as We expect to be Forgi ven. If we will have our Prayers heard for our ſelves, we 
m.muſt earneſtly deſire to have them heard for our Enemies ; we muſt 
I Sam. 12. 23. Labour for their Salvation, to ſecure our on; and therefore God for- 
Vi that we ſhould Sin in ceaſing to Pray for them 
Thus T have endeavour'd to Preſs upon you the Practice of this Great Duty, from 
-fome of the moſt weighty Reaſons it is founded upon, with regard to God, and Re- 
ligion, Our Enemies, and Our ſclues. I have ſhewa it to be the higheſt Imitation of 
Cod, and the moſt glorious Perfection of a Chriſtian; That it is the peculiar and di- 
ſtinguiſhing mark of our Profeſſion; that we are oblig'd to conſider our Enemies to 
be the Inftruments of God's Juſtice and Providence; that they are our Brethren in 
Nature, in Government, and Religion; that this is the molt likely means to work theit 
Converſion, and Reconciliation to God and Man; That they moſt highly ſtand in 
need of our Prayers as Sinners againſt Us, and can't be fo eaſily Pardon'd without 
our Iaterceſſion; that, if rightly made uſe of, they may prove occaſions of greac Be- 
nefits ro Us, in the Exerciſes of our Chriſtian Graces ; and Laſthy, That we can't 
Pray for our Selves unleſs we Pray for our Enemies. BO Wet e 
Il am conſcious how much I have tir'd out your Patience with this tedious Diſ- 
courſe ; but I hope it may be pardon'd upon ſo particular an Occaſion, eſpecially 


cConſidering that I am now Pleading for a Duty, which all che Arguments and Elo. | 


quence in Nature are, God knows, but little enough to Enforce. 


=. To conchude then; fince neither Innocence, nor Piety, Vertue, nor Wiſdow, can ſecure. 
the Befl of Men from Enemies; let us patiently bear that Croſs which even the Son of 
Gad did not diſdain to ſubmit to. And whatever Sufferings God ſhall be pleas'd ro 
permit them to inflict upon Us, let Us receive them with Meekneſs and. Pity, and 
"endeavour to overcome Evil with Good, by requiting their Malice with Kind neſs and 
Friendſhip. In order to which We muſt ſuppreſs all the inordinate Motions of Our 
Paſſions, and ſtifle the very firſt Riſings of Anger and Revenge in our Hearts. And 
as we muſt not ever-rate the Injuries we receive from them; fo neither muſt We 
nevile their Perſons, or miſrepreſent rheir Charatters, zs knowing that if Mercy, 
_ certainly Juſtice, is due even to Our Worſt Enemies. Bur whatever Afflictions or 
Oppreſſions they may bring on Us, let Us pur Our Truſt in God, and not fear what 
Man can do unto Us ; let Us hold foft Our Integrity and Profeſim without wavering;*and 
ever for” Fear, Shame, ot Intereſt, relinquiſh a good Cauſe; and let Us take ſuch 
Gire of out Lives, that Our Conſcience may not reproach Us with Deſerving ſuch 
Enemies, but that in the Great Day of Account We may appear Blameleſs, and They 
I: found Liers unto Us. In a Word, ſince this Duty requires ſuch a Sublimicy of Tem- 
per, and ſuch aFirmneſs and Majeſty of Mind as nothing but the Divioe Grace can 
impart; We muſt bave conſtant Recourſe to God in Prayer for it, that He would 
| lead Us in his Righteouſmeſs becauſe of Our Enemies, and make His way” flraight before Our 
Face, Pſal. 5. 9. and by continued Mortification and Self-denyal prepare Our Selves 
For it, always referring Our Cauſe to God as the proper Judge, and reſting entirely 
_ contented in tha Determinations of his Good Providence.: Which, if our way: pleaſe 
| the Lord, will make our Enemies to be at Peace with Us; Prov. 16. 7- and will either ſup- 
port Us under, or deliver Us out of their Hands. 1f God chaſſen Ut; He wil ſcourge 
our Enemies a thiuſani times more: to the Intent that when We Juage, We ſhould care- 
{bs think of his Guodnels ; and when Wei aur ſelues are Judg d, We ſbould-luk ſor Merty, 
nn; Ar fog ee en e wy, an os 
Fut en therefors (as the Ele of God, Holy and Belowed,) Bowels of Mercics, 1772 
mahlen of Mind, Medkncs, Long-ſuffering 3 forbearing one an: her; if 
Col. 3. 12. any Nan have a Zuarvrel againſt any, von as Chriſt for ga (and pray id 
a Na, fo alſo as Ve» And above all things put on Gharity, which it he Bond 
Il Perfefinels ʒ and let the Peace of God rule in Your Hearts. 
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